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Al:)stract: The Problematic relation of revolution to libertyﬁtlﬂe Problem of so conclucting an effort to overthrow an
urj ust order as to prepare society’s reconstitution on grounds of equal, ordered liberty—was a Preoccupation for the
two greatest cxemplars of the rcvolutionar3 sPirit in black American history, Frederick Douglass and Martin | _uther
King, Jr. Both affirmed the highchaW Principles imCorming the Declaration of ]ndependencc and the US
Constitution, both conceived of the black American struggle to secure the Hessings of libertg for all Americans
irrespcctive of racec as a grancl, revolutionarg cause, and both were concerned about the proneness of the
revolutionarg sPirit to dangerous EXCess. With resPect to the sPechcic meaning of revolution and the Practical
conditions of Iibertﬂ, however, tl‘teg differ signigicantlg. This paper will exP!icate and assess Doug!ass’s and King’s
resPective arguments, anc‘l, in Par’cicular bg exP]oring their cligcrences, to gain insight into the complexitg and clhclcicu!tﬂ
of the gcneral Problcm of revolution and libertg.

Peter C. Myers is Professor of Political Science, sPecializing in Political Philosophg and US constitutional law, at
the umversitg of Wisconsin-f~ au (Claire. [He is the author of Our O”/ﬂ 5taranc/Com/oass: [ ocke on the
5trugg/c for Folitical Kat/ona//{g and [rederick Doug/ass: Kace and the Rebirth of American [ iberalism.

Questions may be directed to Alexander Jech, series organizer, at awjjech@email.unc.edu 574-850-8241.
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Our final speaker will be Philip Pettit on April 14,
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